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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
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herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
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1 . O This communication is responsive to . 

2. [x] The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-7. 

3. Ex] The drawings filed on 22 December 2003 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. M Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . Claims 1 -7 are allowed. 

Independent claim 1 recites "...an expansion substrate connected to said main substrate 
so that it can be disconnected freely, and having an expansion processing circuit, which performs 
predetermined expansion processing on the endoscopic images subjected to the basic processing 
by said basic processing circuit, mounted thereon, wherein said expansion substrate has an 
identification data memory circuit, in which identification data used to identify said expansion 
substrate is stored, mounted thereon; and ' said main substrate has a control circuit, which 
controls the contents of expansion processing to be performed using said expansion substrate 
according to the identification data read from said identification data memory circuit, mounted 
thereon. . which is a feature that is not anticipated nor obvious over the art of record. 
Dependent claims 2-7 are allowed for the reasons concerning claim 1. 

Conclusion 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andy S. Rao whose telephone number is (7O3)-305-4813. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8 hours. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris S. Kelley can be reached on (703)-305-4856. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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